Metal chelators react also with reactive oxygen and nitrogen species.
Popular chelators (desferrioxamine, SIH, EDTA, EGTA, DTPA, and NTA) were demonstrated to have antioxidant properties, being able to reduce ABTS radical cation and react with peroxyl radicals, peroxynitrite, and hypochlorite. Desferrioxamine and SIH were most potent antioxidants in all cases. These results point to the necessity of a careful interpretation of experiments in which the inhibition of free radical reactions by antioxidants is used as a proof of involvement of metal ions in a reaction.